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 Media Release 

South Brisbane Election candidates pledge to scrap 
draft Kurilpa Master Plan  & Planning & Development Act  

More than a hundred people crowded the South’s Leagues Football Club on the 
evening Wednesday January 21st to hear election candidates state their positions 
and answer questions on proposals for high-density development in South 
Brisbane.  Candidates Jackie Trad of the ALP, Jonathon Sri of the Greens and 
Karel Boele of the Let the People Decide Party, stated their positions on the joint 
State Government  - Brisbane City Council scheme to build 40 storey tower 
bocks for 11,000 new residents and 8,000 new office workers on this 25 hectare 
riverside site opposite the city centre. Of the four candidates only Fiona Ward of 
the LNP failed to attend. 

The meeting, organised by the Kurilpa Futures Campaign Group and the 
community newspaper, the Westender, marked a return to old style community 
campaign meetings, with voters having the opportunity to question candidates on 
all issues for more than one and a half hours following prepared statements 

Consensus reigned in opposing current government policies for the area. All 
three candidates, including the sitting member, Ms. Jackie Trad, agreed that if 
elected they would seek to scrap the draft Kurilpa Master Plan and the proposed 
Planning & Development Act, and start again with full community consultation. At 
the end of the meeting, there was a unanimous vote in support of this 

Visions for South Brisbane included Jonathon Sri’s recognition of the need to 
promote creative industries, a cultural hub, and new schools.  Affordable housing 
was high among their priorities. Jackie Trad favoured more schemes like the 



outstandingly successful Common Ground development with its 150 one-person 
units of supported accommodation, which are not considered in the Master Plan, 
and Jonathon Sri committed to support a 20% requirement for inclusive zoning of 
affordable housing in all new developments. Karel Boele proposed Community 
Land Trusts to achieve community participation in promoting affordable housing.  

The candidates unanimously committed to opposing the proposed Planning & 
Development Bill with its ministerial powers to over-ride local council decisions 
and capacity for developers to gain planning permissions without the consent or 
knowledge of local landowners. Instead they would require increased community 
participation in planning and tougher transparency laws on declaration of 
developer contributions to political parties, to avoid undue influence of intending 
developers. 

Better planning was a major theme. Jonathon Sri of the Greens described better 
public transport policies including increased spending and options for workers to 
adopt flexi time working. Jackie Trad committed Labor to match school provision 
with population increases, with social infrastructure, especially schools, which are 
ignored in the Kurilpa scheme. Karel Boele described approaches to citizen 
participation in planning including legal powers to veto excessive development. 

Although there was remarkable agreement on many issues, the three candidates 
stressed different themes. The Labour Party focused on scrapping the 
development driven Kurilpa Master Plan and Planning & Development Bill and 
returning to sustainable planning. The Greens stressed better strategic planning 
with population growth being distributed throughout the metropolitan area, linked 
to public transport routes. The Let the People Decide Party had numerous 
practical schemes for improved public participation in planning, including more 
direct democracy. 

Now the Kurilpa Futures Campaign is seeking the response of the LNP to these 
ideas.  

 

For photographs, audio and more detail of the occasion, please see our web site 
http://kurilpafutures.org/ 

For further information, please contact Phil Heywood, p.heywood@qut.edu.au  

Ph 0409 278 043 


