
CEO, Brisbane City Council 
November 30,2015. 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

PROPOSED THOMAS STREET COMMUNITY PARK FOR WEST END:   
COMMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE KURILPA FUTURES CAMPAIGN GROUP  (KFCG) . 

 
 I am writing on behalf of the KFCG in response to your invitation for comments by 
November 30 on the proposed "West End Urban Common". We received this 
invitation, together with the proposed Concept Plan via the Gabba Newsletter, on 
November 25 from our Councillor, Councillor Helen Abrahams, as soon as she 
received it from Council. The resulting period of 5 days for responses appears to us 
to be inadequate for a reasoned commentary on the design of a park which has been 
more than ten years in the gestation, and concerning which considerable energetic 
community participation has been generated. We wonder what are the reasons for 
this very short consultation period, and request an extension until December 31.  
  
Such an extension would allow for proper consideration to be given to the outcomes 
of the energetic program of community engagement, which was launched by 
Councillor Abrahams at a most successful on-site Design Workshop on August 29, 
and continued during a week-long community consultation organised by the West 
End Community Association (WECA), managed by a team of five highly talented and 
awarded West End Landscape Architects, and supported by the KFCG. I now take 
pleasure in attaching early outcomes of this significant expression of user insights 
and professional proposals. We request that community groups like ourselves be 
given opportunities to be much more fully involved in the processes of identifying 
design objectives, generating ideas, evaluating options and engaging the community 
in implementation and management. 
  
Given this very narrow window of opportunity to date, substantive comments will be 
necessarily partial and incomplete. However, several immediate design issues do 
present themselves: 
1.    Urban common or urban square? 
For a new community space, more consideration needs to be given to the street 
address and identity of the common. The community see this space as a potential 
town square and a village green, rather than aversion of an urban common, which 
are usually large passive, peripheral open spaces. In particular the proposed Vulture 
Street frontage consists solely of a City Cycle stand which will not serve a local 
function, but will form a physical and visual barrier between the busy pavement and 
the new pocket park. Far from encouraging local cyclists to visit and use the park, it 
will exclude them by monopolizing the key space for parking bikes to promote a 
municipal enterprise. The community see the possibility for the streetscape of 
Vulture Street to be embraced as West End’s first truly public town square. 
2.    Lack of community preferred activities 
While many of the proposed land uses and activities are well intentioned, the plan as 
depicted does not take account of the user perceptions and preferences  of the local 



community, as evidenced in the community engagement activities described above, 
and included in the attached Collaborative Design Plan. One especially serious 
omission is the Community Garden or “urban farm” space, which people requested 
and which has been so successful in Jane Street, in another part of West End. 
Another is the need for  a public toilet facility to support the active use of the space. 
Finally, the proposed concept shows a park dissected by many paths: what the 
community would like most is a large multi purpose soft space which can also be 
used for events and gatherings (a village green), and an active town square frontage 
which enlivens Vulture Street. Neither of these are currently provided. 
3.    Community participation in open space management 
Another omission is consideration of opportunities for local people to be involved in 
the management and maintenance of the space. 
4. Greater attention to community safety and accessibility including disability access, 
visibility and lighting 
These issues will be of great significance in the successful operation of the park as a 
valued community space . 
 
In submitting these provisional and interim comments, we emphasise our request 
for a more comprehensive  process of community engagement and participation, 
which allows for ongoing collaborative design, and which provides a substantive 
budget to build this important urban park in the next year. This  design process 
should include the minimum of the following participants: 
a.    Local Councillor & BCC Parks and Open Space personnel from the Natural 
Environment, Water & Sustainability Branch 
b.    Local designers & interested professionals from throughout the city 
c.    Local Interest Groups & Schools 
d.    Invitations and opportunities for all local residents and businesses to participate 
in an Open Design Workshop. 
  
We look forward to learning your response to these requests. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Phil Heywood, 
  
Spokesperson, Kurilpa Futures Campaign Group 
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