
Question 4  
Councillor DICK: Thank you, Madam Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. An 
independent audit review commissioned by Council of 16 recent building approvals by 
Council found 14 didn’t comply with development principles of your South Brisbane 
Riverside Plan. Non-compliance issues included 95 to 100 per cent site cover rather than the 
80 per cent required, lack of required vegetation planting, insufficient public space, and lack 
of active frontages. LORD MAYOR, doesn’t this report clearly show you are completely 
ignoring neighbourhood plans and not respecting residents' views?  
 
LORD MAYOR: Madam Chairman, I am not aware of the independent audit to which 
Councillor DICK refers.  
Councillor interjecting.  
 
Chairman: Councillor ABRAHAMS! Order!  
 
LORD MAYOR: But again I just say this, Councillor DICK; officers of this Council who 
have the delegated responsibility and task of assessing applications do so to the best of their 
ability around the Act that they have to work with. You can sort of make these claims here in 
relation to this independent audit report, and again I am not familiar with the audit report to 
which you refer, but again I just say this; South Brisbane is an area of the city which is close 
to the Central Business District (CBD). It is an area that we are going to see continued 
growth. It is of course right on the edge of South Bank.  
I tell you what; my observation of South Brisbane is that it is an outstanding area. I think it is 
developing as a wonderful precinct in this city. It is taking full advantage of the fact that it is 
close by South Bank; it has a growing educational aspect to that precinct. When Kurilpa 
comes on board, we're going to see the whole growth of the creative precincts and industries, 
and I think regardless of what this independent assessment or audit that you refer to might 
say, as a Brisbane citizen, my observation is that South Brisbane is blooming and it is going 
very, very well as a precinct.  
Further to that, Madam Chairman—  
Councillors interjecting.  
 
Chairman: Just a minute, LORD MAYOR. Councillor ABRAHAMS, if you continue to 
interject like that, you will be warned.  
 
LORD MAYOR: Further, if Councillor ABRAHAMS doesn’t think that South Brisbane is a 
nice area and doing well, she might stand up and say so. I'd be grateful for her interpretation 
of how she thinks South Brisbane is going, because I can tell Councillor ABRAHAMS, if she 
doesn’t know as the local Councillor, that people are voting with their feet in droves in that 
area. There is an ever-increasing—  
Councillors interjecting.  
 
Chairman: Order!  
 
LORD MAYOR: —demand to get into South Brisbane, because it is, in my view, a 
wonderful precinct and developing each and every year into a better precinct.  
Again, Councillor DICK tries these cheap shots. All I can say is that, from my observation of 
that area, it is a wonderful area and improves each and every year.  
	  


