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30 October 2014    For immediate release 

Community Coalition urges BCC and Qld Govt to try harder on Kurilpa Plan 
 
Plans by the State Government and Brisbane City Council to shoe horn 11,000 new residents and 8,000 new jobs 
into a flood-prone 25 hectare riverside site at West End have raised public and professional ire.  A coalition of 
community, professional and cultural organisations, the Kurilpa Futures Campaign Group, has formed to fight the 
current proposals and present an alternative vision.  
 
“The Group is by no means anti-development,” the Group’s spokesperson, planning author and former Brisbane 
academic, Phil Heywood said.  “We simply believe that we can and should do better for Brisbane.  That is why we are 
proposing another way.” 
 
The Kurilpa Futures Campaign Group has attracted a wide membership including Member for South Brisbane, Jackie 
Trad, Councillor for the Gabba Ward, Helen Abrahams, the Greens candidate Jonathan Sri, West End History Group, 
as well as a wide variety of practitioners and writers on architecture, landscape design, community planning, 
economics, cultural studies and engineering from across the city. 
 
A web site has been established - kurilpafutures.org – which supports an alternative vision for what the area could 
become.  According to Mr Heywood, Kurilpa should be an attractive place for recreation, entertainment, tourism and 
inner city living in walking distance of the city centre, set within a green belt of parks, gardens and play areas and 
connected to the cultural hubs of South Brisbane and West End.   
 
“The current proposal is short-sighted and lacking in imagination.  We see a Kurilpa Future that could include new 
and expanded cultural and entertainment activities, specialist and convenience shops and professional and 
commercial offices, located within generous swathes of open and natural space for play as well as inner city habitats 
for wildlife,” Mr Heywood said.  “A metropolitan range of uses would have people flocking to the area.” 
 
With current plans for tens of thousands of new dwellings within three kilometres of the city centre, there are many 
groups forming in opposition.  “It is time for Brisbanites to unite in their disapproval of such overdevelopment and 
propose more sustainable alternatives,” Mr Heywood said.  A forum of inner city community organisations is to be 
held on 30 November on “Overdevelopment in the Inner City”, to harness the collective energy of these passionate 
and determined groups, and Mr Heywood urges Brisbane people to get behind this campaign. 
 
“By leaving the market to acquire and develop the land, the plan misses the opportunity to repeat the successes of 
the South Bank Gardens,” said Mr Heywood.  “It instead produces dozens of hectares of unwanted luxury housing 
stacked high above one of the most critical frontages of the Brisbane River. Together, I know we can do better. Visit 
kurilpafutures.org for more information and to be a part of a new, shared vision for Kurilpa Point.” 
 

END – 453 words 

For more information contact:  

Phil Heywood on 0409 278 043 or 3846 5171 


