
 

Hong Kong Orchid Tree  Bauhinia variegata  Red-flowered 
Bauhinia 

This plant is native to Southeast Asia from India to China. 
There are hundreds of species of Bauhinias. The common 
species, Bauhinia Variegata, in Brisbane are from China 
where they are known as the sheep’s foot trees due to the 
shape of their leaves. It has the vivid red flowers but the 
white flowering species is also common. 
The Bauhinia x blakeana species is the floral emblem of 
Hong Kong. It is sterile and does not produce the large flat 
seed pods we see in Brisbane.  
Their natural habit is warm protected positions but now they 
are planted as a garden, park or footpath tree.  

They are deciduous 
trees that grow about 
7 metres, with peak 
flowering from 
September to 
October.  
Trees remove C02 
from the atmosphere 
and store it. 
Approximately half 
the dry weight of a 
tree is Carbon. It is 
estimated that this 

tree has stored 11682 Kg of Carbon which is 42834 kg of 
C02-e. 

This tree is to be removed under Option B   



Pongamia   Millettia pinnata   India Beech, Pongam Oil tree. 

This tree is native in tropical and temperate Asia, India, 
Japan, SE Asia and north-eastern Australia.  
It is becoming a weed tree along the waterways, urban 
bushland and disturbed sites in SE QLD.  
It is a dense shade tree and is drought tolerant. It has many 
uses, as it fixes nitrogen improving the soil. The flowers are 

used as compost for 
plants with high 
nitrogen needs. The 
bark has been used for 
twine/rope. A black 
gum is made from this 
tree was used to treat 
wounds caused by 
poisonous fish. 
The seeds are 25–
40% oil which was 
used for lamps, soap 
making and as a 
lubricant. The residue 

of oil extraction is a fertilizer and used as animal feed. 
Currently UQ is researching the biofuel potential of these 
trees.  

Aboriginal people used the tree as a fish poison.  

Trees remove C02 from the atmosphere and store it. 
Approximately half the dry weight of a tree is Carbon. It is 
estimated that this tree has stored 1227 Kg of Carbon which 
is 4536 kg of C02-e. 

This tree is to be removed under Option B. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oil_lamp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oil_lamp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oil_lamp


Snotty gobble Tree   Cordia dichotoma    

This tree’s native distribution is South east Asia, India, New 
Caledonia, Queensland north of Bundaberg and the 
Northern Territory. It usually grows in drier rainforest or rain 
forest subject to dry season water stress.  

It grows up to 20 m tall and is becoming naturalised along 
the rivers in SE 
Queensland where it is 
the food plant for the 
larva of the Common 
Oak-blue Butterfly.  

It is an uncommon and 
fairly slow-growing tree 
that has yellow flowers 
and pinkish edible fruit 
that is sticky when 
squashed. The 
fermented fruit is used in 
Chinese cooking, 

usually with black beans.   

This tree is large, gnarled and spreading and appears to be 
quite old, possibly be over 100 years.  

Trees remove C02 from the atmosphere and store it. 
Approximately half the dry weight of a tree is Carbon. It is 
estimated that this tree has stored 9459 Kg of Carbon which 
is 34683 kg of C02-e. 

This tree is to be removed with Option B.  



Brush Box  Lophostemon confertus 
This tree is native to the rainforest areas of north-east NSW 
and coastal QLD. 

It is an evergreen tree that can grow up to 35m. On coastal 
headlands it becomes a stunted, wind sheared tree.  

It is resistant to disease and pests and tolerant to smog, 
drought and poor 
drainage, so it is widely 
used as a street tree. It 
tolerates pruning if under 
power lines and it is fast 
growing.   

It is a hardwood tree and it 
provides an excellent 
floor, bench top and 
furniture timber. 

This tree is a young tree 
and so is most effective at 

absorbing high levels of CO2 from the atmosphere.   

It is estimated that this tree has stored 137 Kg of Carbon 
which is 502 kg of C02-e. 

This tree is to be removed with Option B  
 
 
 
 
 



Weeping Fig   Ficus benjamina    
The photographs shows two weeping fig trees. Both 
are relatively young as these are fast growing trees. 
Both  have been planted as shady park trees.  
These plants are tropical trees and native to Asia and 
northern Australia. Its natural habitat is moist mixed 

forest and near 
cleared 
areas/villages. It 
is the official tree 
of Bangkok. 
Both will grow into 
a large, spreading 
fig trees. There 
are many such 
trees in Orleigh 
Park.   
Trees remove 
C02 from the 

atmosphere and store it. Approximately half the dry 
weight of a tree is Carbon. It is estimated that front tree 
has stored 2214 Kg of Carbon which is 8118 kg of 
C02-e and the rear one, 5045 Kg of CO2-e. 
These trees will be removed with Option B.  
 



Silky Oak Tree   Grevillea Robusta 
Silky Oak trees are native to the subtropical and dry 
rainforests of the east coastal ranges and riverine plains of 
Australia from southern QLD to Coffs Harbour in NSW, but it 
has also been widely planted elsewhere in Australia and 
overseas.  

There are 360 
species of 
Grevillea in 
Indonesia and 
Australia, many 
of which are 
shrubs. The Silky 
Oak is unusual in 
being a fast 
growing 
evergreen tree 
that grows to 10 
to 40 metres. 

Its timber is used 
for external 
window joists, 

cabinet furniture and fences as it is resistance to wood rot.  

The flowers and fruit of silky oaks contain toxic hydrogen 
cyanide but the flowers produce copious nectar, which was 
used by Aboriginal people to produce a sweet, fermented 
drink.  

This young tree is too small to calculate its Carbon storage.   

This tree is to be removed under Option B. 



Golden Shower Tree   Cassia fistula 
Golden Shower trees are native to India and SE Asia. It is 
the national tree of Thailand and the state flower of Kerala, 
India. 

It is widespread in NT and north, central and SE QLD. The 
plant is drought-tolerant and salt resistance which is why it is 
a weed species along waterways, woodlands and coastal 
areas.  

It is a deciduous, ornamental tree that may grow to 20 m. It 
has a very colourful yellow flowers that hang similar to a 
bunch of grapes. It is a common street tree in Brisbane.   

Various species of bees, 
including carpenter 
bees, and butterflies 
pollinate these trees. 

The fruit is used in Asia 
as a purgative - bringing 
on vomiting. 

Trees remove C02 from 
the atmosphere and 
store it. Approximately 
half the dry weight of a 
tree is Carbon. It is 
estimated that this 

young tree front tree has stored 342 Kg of Carbon which is 
1254 kg of C02-e. 
  
This tree is to be removed under Option B. 
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